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The fight against the Parliament Bill caused serious
differences of opinion in the ranks of the Opposition on
the question of procedure, and these cut across the old
division between enthusiastic and lukewarm Tariff
Reformers. The Prime Minister had obtained from the
King a promise that if the Bill was again rejected by
the Upper House he would create sufficient peers to
ensure its passage, and Conservatives could not agree
whether the issue should be forced to this extreme,
Mr. Chamberlain was for fighting it out, and many of
his colleagues agreed with him. The Dukes of Bedford,
Westminster, and Marlborough; Lords Selborne,
Salisbury, Milner, and Willoughby de Broke; and Sir
Edward Carson, Mr. Wyndham, Lord Robert and
Lord Hugh Cecil, and Mr. F. E. Smith were of his way
of thinking. Among those who did not share these
views was Mr. Long, and this fact was to be of great
influence when the leadership of the party became
vacant a few months later. At the head of the "Die-
hards", as they soon came to be called, was the veteran
Lord Halsbury, and it was in the form of a banquet in
his honour that resistance was first organized. Mr.
Chamberlain, like his father before him on more than
one occasion, was skirmishing ahead of the main body
of his party.

He never regretted the line he had taken:

Reviewing the whole controversy after the lapse
of years, I suppose that it must be admitted that
it was a mistake for the House of Lords to throw
out the Budget in the first instance; but once this
action had been taken, I remain of the opinion
which I held strongly at the time and for which
I had my father's full support, that having entered
into the struggle we were bound to see it through.